PRESS RELEASE

Omnispace and Thales Alenia Space Announce Successful Launch of First
Satellite Mission
Omnispace Spark-1TM Now On Orbit as Part of Omnispace’s Initiative to Deliver Global Hybrid
NTN Connectivity
TYSONS, VA. – April 2, 2022 – Omnispace and Thales Alenia Space, a joint venture between
Thales (67%) and Leonardo (33%), are proud to announce that Omnispace Spark-1TM was
successfully delivered into orbit aboard the SpaceX Transporter-4. The Omnispace SparkTM
program represents phase one in the development and delivery of the world’s first standardsbased global hybrid network.
Thales Alenia Space designed and built the satellite, part of the initial two satellite Omnispace
Spark program. The new-generation NGSO satellite in low-earth orbit (LEO) will operate in the 2
GHz S-band. Omnispace Spark will support the mobile industry 3GPP standard in band n2561,
making connectivity possible direct to compatible devices. This program will serve to advance the
development and implementation of Omnispace’s global hybrid non-terrestrial (NTN) network.
“Omnispace is reinventing mobile communications by building a global hybrid network that will
benefit users requiring true mobility, everywhere,” said Ram Viswanathan, president and CEO of
Omnispace LLC. “We are pleased with the work that Thales Alenia Space, together with its worldclass team of innovators, have done to design and build Omnispace Spark. With their help we are
making our vision of a single, ubiquitous, global hybrid network possible.”
“I’m very excited about the successful launch of Spark-1, a nanosatellite we built in conjunction
with NanoAvionics, Syrlinks & ANYWAVES. This achievement reflects our ability to develop new
space solutions in partnership with innovative SMEs to address market needs. We are convinced
that merging flight proven expertise with agility is the key to successfully matching the evolving
space demand,” said Hervé Derrey, CEO of Thales Alenia Space.
Spark-1 was delivered into orbit aboard a SpaceX Transporter. Exolaunch provided launch,
mission management, integration and deployment services.
1

3GPP: 3rd Generation Partnership Project is a cooperation between telecom standards bodies responsible for the
development and maintenance of technical specifications for cell phone standards, including the ones for 5G.
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Led by prime contractor, Thales Alenia Space, Omnispace Spark program includes industry
partners, NanoAvionics providing the satellites buses, launch support and in-orbit operations,
ANYWAVES the payloads user antennas and Syrlinks the S-band instruments for the payloads.
"The successful launch of Omnispace Spark-1 also signifies a successful collaboration between
the NewSpace and traditional space, resulting in our great technological exchange with Thales
Alenia Space," said Vytenis J. Buzas, founder and CEO of NanoAvionics. "It is fair to say that both
companies had to adjust their processes and find mutual middle ground. From working with a
traditional satellite prime contractor, we gained a valuable experience and were able to further
improve our reliability assurance processes and our technical performance. At the other side, we
hope that Thales Alenia Space was able to benefit from our modular technology and the agility
levels we provide."
“After demonstrating our capacity to provide COTS antennas, we are today very proud to show
our capability regarding payload ones. Supporting major space projects, such as Omnispace
SparkTM, alongside with Thales Alenia Space, is also a another source of great pride for
ANYWAVES” said Nicolas CAPET, ANYWAVES CEO.
“We are very proud to have been involved in the development of the first phase of this Internet
Of Things (IoT) satellite constellation. We would like to thank Thales Alenia Space for having relied
on Syrlinks for the design of a specific New-Space Radio-Frequency Payload equipment with
capability to receive, process and transmit IoT dedicated signals,” says Eric Pinson, Director of
Space activity at Syrlinks.
5G capability from a single global network will transform industries and serve as the
communications infrastructure to support economies of the 21st century. The network will
empower mobile network operators and value added resellers to fuel innovation, power
industries, and connect billions of users. Follow the launch journey and learn more at
Omnispace.com.
About Omnispace, LLC

Headquartered in the Washington D.C. area, and founded by veteran telecommunications and satellite
industry executives, Omnispace is redefining mobile connectivity for the 21st century. By leveraging 5G
technologies, the company is combining the global footprint of a non-geostationary satellite constellation
with the mobile networks of the world’s leading telecom companies to bring an interoperable “one
network” connectivity to users and IoT devices anywhere on the globe.
Learn more at: Omnispace.com and follow on LinkedIn or Twitter @omnispace.

About Thales Alenia Space

Drawing on over 40 years of experience and a unique combination of skills, expertise and cultures, Thales
Alenia Space delivers cost-effective solutions for telecommunications, navigation, Earth observation,
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environmental management, exploration, science and orbital infrastructures. Governments and private
industry alike count on Thales Alenia Space to design satellite-based systems that provide anytime,
anywhere connections and positioning, monitor our planet, enhance management of its resources, and
explore our Solar System and beyond. Thales Alenia Space sees space as a new horizon, helping to build a
better, more sustainable life on Earth. A joint venture between Thales (67%) and Leonardo (33%), Thales
Alenia Space also teams up with Telespazio to form the parent companies’ Space Alliance, which offers a
complete range of services. Thales Alenia Space posted consolidated revenues of approximately 2.15
billion euros in 2021 and has around 8,900 employees in 10 countries with 17 sites in Europe and a plant
in the US.
www.thalesaleniaspace.com
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